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THE SHIPBUILDING INDUSTRY
Somo timo apio In noting the financial

troubles of the Cramp Shipbuilding Com-
f.pany of Philadelphia wo submitted some

:"tremnrl<s on tho shipbuilding industry '.n

...America, showing that the William R.

Trlgg Company pf Richmond was not tbe
only such company that had fallen into
trouble.
Wo find a similar article ln tho Ameri¬

can Syren nnd Shipping, In which the
Subject is discussed nt length. This pa¬
per also refers to tho embarrassment of
the Crnmp Shipbuilding Company, point¬
ing out thnt an issue of S5.0nn.O0O tn the
company's notes has been mado and that
there Is ? possibility of the loon reaching
J",500.000 to ,tlde the company over its
difficulties. It retfrys that this loan, so It
Is understood, was necessary to save tbe
company from complete collapse. At nny
rate, the shipyard which has been In the
Cramp family for four successive genera¬
tions has now passed under tho control
of tho creditors.
About tho same time the William R.

Trlgg Shipbuilding Company passed Into
the hands of receivers, and still later

¡.the Fore River 'shipbuilding Company,
»another "thoroughly modern plant, located
at Qulncy, Mass., was compelled to pass
Its regular quarterly dividend. "Not one

of these concerns," says the American
Byron nnd .Shipping, "hns been Idle of re¬

cent years, and If tho prices they re¬

ceived for the vessels which thoy built
hnd been ns enormous ns alleged by the
?nemles of American shipbuilding, how

.le It that thoy are all In such dire
straits?" s

Mention Is then made of the Mnrylnnd
Stool Company, wbich was established at
Sparrows Point. Md.. several years ngo
with a view to building ships. Tho pres¬
ident In his opening speech predicted a

¡Treat career for this company, saying
that It would bring Its ore In foreign
ships from Cuba, would turn the ore Into
American-built ships, which would in
turn bring the oro needed for future work
to the steel plant, and the products would
bo carried to the uttermost ends of the
earth in these same American-built ships.
But Inside of three years this shipbuild¬
ing' plant was shut down and the, concern
wont through a reorganization, during tbe
process of which the shipyard was closed
entirely for several years. The com¬

pany hns always found It chenper to use

foreign-hulk ships with which to haul
Its materials, and to this day Its own

shipyard has never built ? ship for the
company's use.

Tasslng on to epeak of tho new com¬

panies that have been formed In lato
years, this publication says thnt In nil
Buch undertaking; it is expected that sev¬
eral years*'·of.acfjunl losses nro bound to
be encountered Immediately succeeding
actual readiness for construction, ns In
making bids for work thu cost of tho now
draughting room, pnttern ship, nnd so

on, cannot be charged up to Ihn cost of
the first vessels which aro constructed.
It being expected and understood that
these Initial expenses are to run over a
considerable number of years before be¬
ing calculated in tbe estimates mado in
bidding for work Sn competition with long¬
er established plants.

It Is easy to see that the Richmond
shipyard suffered under this disadvan¬
tage In tho first year of Its existence, nnd
.would havo been In bettor position Inter
on to mako money,
Speaking t.f work on government vos¬

eéis, the American Syren and Shipping
Bays what was said In the previous ar¬
ticle In The Tlmes-Dlspatch, that little
0G no money hns been made on tho build¬
ing of warships for tbo government by
private Ainerlcnn shipyards, for (ho rea¬
sons last stated, In part, and also bo-
oause In this e-luss of work unexpected
and extremely costly charges havo so fre¬
quently arisen us to have lift tho com¬
pany's balance sheets most Invariably
¦showing a lose Instead of a profit, Wa
have heard the- statement mudo that in
.leverai Instancera, even the best ship¬
yards havo liten »luitu wining to surren«
Sor tri« ir contract on government work
after 60 per cent- of tho work had been
done, as the profit ull scerned to bo in
:hut part of the work, and on tho finish¬
ing part tin iv was a material loss.
But there has been keen competition

between shipyard« for government work
for the rea .?. Birst «f all, that It .gives
prestige .to have such work und ßlye«
a shipyard much free advertlejng when
a new government ve-ssel Is turned out
and put to lest. Hence the losses hayo
been cheerfuly assumed, but they have
been so general, says our contemporaries,
that prorits have been almost nil in most
of our modern shipyards, with th.· p·-

Nult that the- future hue been looked io
to earn th« profit« expected, when tin;
original Inver-lr/ui-rit was mad».
We mako tlif-se »tattmintl not by vuy

of discouraging the· shipbuilding iudut,-
try, but by way c»f showing that Ihe ex¬

perience of the Richmond yard was not
exceptional. Llko other shipyards, li took
government work ut a low price; In the
crisi»; the president und promoter of (he
concern fell m o-nei was unable to «¡ye
til« LuJlne. bJUt rct*i-.i<¿ual attention, R ¡a

also statini that tbe Virginia supply lien
law embarrassed tho Trlgg Company in

obtaining crcelll at bank.

? BUSINESS AFFAIR.
In speaking the other day of the pro¬

posed tercentenary exposition ln 1907,
Senator Hunton «aid that tho peoplo of

Virginia were great on history, and that
they would go Into this centennial with

all tholr heart. "We have no great man¬

ufactures," ho ailded, "and we are possi¬
bly a little slow In our farming, our

schools and our commerce; but we lore

the old time Institutions, nnd wa shall

lie glad to havo them refreshed to our

memories by this celebration."
This celebration Is to be of an historio

event, but it Is to be something more.

The fact Is, Virginians have made the

mistake of exploiting their paet rather
than of advertising their present re¬

sources and Industries. Senator Hunton
Is mistaken In saying that wo havo no

great manufactures. We have many great
manufactures ln various parts of the

State, and apart from the historic
feature, the main object of this exposition
Is to advertise our manufactures and our

mineral resources and our wealth of raw

materials, and our advantages generally
as a manufacturing State.
Tho mistake that we made whon the

Chicago Exposition was hold, was that
our exhibit was one of relics, rather than
of tho living present. We. called attention
to tho fact that Virginia had been great,
that abo lind produced great men, that
sho was tho mother of States and Of
Statesmen and all that. It wns not ne¬

cessary, for everybody knew it. But many

people who visited the xoposltlon did not

know of our wealth nnd our facilities,
and they learned nothing about them
from tho Virginia exhibit.
We are learning bettor. We are going

to have an up-to-date exhibit at St. Louis,
and then we are going to have a great
Industrial exposition of our own

Hampton Roads, nnd we are going to give
Virginia tbe advertisement which she
should have had long years ago. Tho ap¬

propriation to Jamestown has been mado
and thero Is no use ln talking any more

about tho money. It is now the part of
patriotism and good sense for tho peoplo
of the State to, give the Jamestown enter¬
prise their cordial and material support,
nnd make It worthy of Vlrglna from every
point of view, Industrial and commer¬
cial as well as historical.

A PLEA FOR OLD MEN.
A correspondent, writing from St. Pe¬

tersburg, says that another religious
sect, having self-immolation as the car¬
dinal article of Its creed, has been dis¬
covered ln Russia. Tho members con¬

tend that any man living longer thnn
thirty years does so at the expense of
other Individuals, and accordingly they
pledge themselves to die at that age.
This Is on extreme vlow, to be suro,

and yet some of the old men of America
regret that thoy were not called away
before their day of usefulness was past.
The domatici for young mon In this coun¬

try amounts almost to a craze, and, as

a consequence, mon who are beginning
to show ago frequently find It difficult
to secure employment. Thoy mny be vig¬
orous In mind and body, but If they have
gray hair and wrinkles they are at a

discount ln tho business world and at a

snd disadvantage.
This Is true not only of business, but

of ministers of the gospel. Many
churches seem disposed to put aside tho
ministers who have begun to grow old
and to havo the pulpit rilled by a young
man. Experience and accumulated
knowledge and fidelity seem to count for
little against youthful vigor. The old
men are cast asido like old garments,
and tho man who has failed to lay up
for his old age a bountiful store is In a

pitiful condition.
The wholo thing Is wrong. Of course,

the young men should have a chance,
but tho old men should havo a chance
also, nnd we believe that this generation
will bo held to account for Its merciless
treatmont of those who have grown old
In faithful sendee,

BIBLE IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
Tho A'lrglnla Blblo Society is desirous

of having tbo Bible read in tho public
schools. This question has been so often
discussed that It Is not necessary to go
Into the arguments pro and con. The
great majority of peoplo In Virginia
lyould like to have their children road
the Bible regularly at school, but there
aro complications because of denomina¬
tional differences, and bonce the rulo hae
not been established.
Tho problem has been solved In Lynch-

burg, and wo commend the A'lrglnla lllble
Socloty to tho Lynchburg plan. Various
selections from tho Bible woro com¬
piled In book form, and the little volume
was Buhmltt-Q to patrons of all denom¬
inations, No objection was raised, and It
was adopted. Passages from tills vol¬
itino arc read every day in the schools of
that city and tho plan has operated well.

DR. KERRTO LEAVE US.
The people of Richmond are greatly at¬

tached lo Rev, Dr. Robert P, Kerr, ?aß¬? tor of tbo Second Presbyterian Church.I and aro distressed tei hear that ho will
I accept a call ta Baltimore. Dr. Kerr |l,

ln I urn, equally attached to tho people
of Richmond, and It must bo a suro trial

j to him to sever his. relations with his
phurch and the comiiliintly and cast his
lot among strangers, We feel sure tl at
ho Is induced in take this serious step
by considerations of an extraordinary
character which he cannot control, When
tho call was first extended It was declined
in good faith, and Br. Kerr hud definitely
decided to spend tho rest of his Ufo In
Richmond and resi at last In Hollywood.
But when tho cull caino again II doubt¬
less seemed to 1 Jr. Kerr to be compul¬
sory and conscience bado him go. He will
curry with him Ihe best wishes of Rich¬
mond.

THE STATE MILITIA.
The Wurren Sentinel urges the young

men of that community to Join the mili¬
tary comparile-, und tolls them that In
addille,n lo the patriotic duty, military
service a Kurds a line ibid for Improving
ii..- phyi-lque and carriage, and gives
«raining which it is bard to get In uny
Other way.
We wish that H»· young men of Vlr-

girds generally took more Interest In

military affairs, it is a splendid thing
for every community to have ono or moro

well disciplined military companies, mndo
up of patriotic men.' and tho Stato gov¬
ernment should do everything In its

power to encourage enlistments.

It Is illogical to argue, ns some gentle¬
men do, that the penitentiary Is a very
heel thy resort because the death rate

there Is no larger than It is In some

parts of this city, Thero is nil the differ¬

ence In the world In the charnctcr of the
two populations. In tho one caso It con¬

sists almost exclusively of mon.of young
men; In tho other nro composed mon,
women and children. And, ns Is well

known, tho mortality among Infant chil¬
dren Is high In nil cities.yes, In all com¬

munities. Tho only fair way to calculate

prison mortality Is by comparing the
death ratos -of whites in ono prison with
tho death rate ot whites In other prisons;
nnd so, too, with tlio blacks.
While this Is tho best method, It Ih not

Infallible, because In somo prisons It Is

tho prnctlco to pardon convicts who aro

Incurably 111. In other prisons It Is not.

Asti matter of fact, considering tho farm

ns a part of tho penitentiary.It Is largely
"a sick ward".there Is always a great
dcnl of sickness In tho penitontlnry.
Tho Virginia House here, which col¬

lapsed a fow days ago.happily, without

injury to life.has been described ns the

oldost houso occupied aa a home In Rich¬

mond. It was certainly ven* old, but

whether It wns older tlinn the St. Claire

or not, wa do not know. That hotel was

fVrst called tho Washington Tavern, and

was erected In the early post-Revolu¬
tionary period. Later on, It camo to be

known a*ä the Monument Hotol, bocnuso

of Its proximity to the Washington monu¬

ment; then It wns known ns the Capitol
Hotel. It hnd had some other names; the

St. Claire being the last; and the ground
that it occupied Is now being cleared for
Mrs. Atkinson's new hotel. The corner

building of tho St. Claire antedates thnt

pnrt higher up Ninth Street. Tho Clifton
House In tho roar ot tho old Ballard
House, Is nlso an old structure, vying
In that respect, possibly, with the Old
Stone House. Tbe Capitol and the peni¬
tentiary hero, too, aro old, old buildings.

It seems thnt Indian corn, or maize,
Is a native of Mexico. So says A. D.
Shamel, of the Illinois experiment sta¬

tion, In an article in tho Cosmopolitan,
entitled. "Tho Marvels at Corn Culture."
That corn had. long been "domiciled" In

Virginia when tho English camo Is cbn-
ceelcd by him. Indeed, some of our early
records show as many as three thou¬
sand acres of growing corn wero within
sight of Hampton Roads.
The object of Mr. Shamel's article Is to

provo that It pays, and pays handsomely,
for farmers to buy the best of seed corn,

He contends that they ought to buy It on
the ear and use only grains taken from
the largo well-shaped and well-filled ears.
Ho presents the. results of experiments,
showing that by this courso. one's crop
may bo largely increased without any ad¬
ditional oxpondlturo of time or labor,

The Now York Herald prints inter¬
views with members of the National Dem¬
ocratic Committee on the propostlon to
nominate Mr. Cleveland for the presi¬
dency. Only three of them expressed
their preference for Mr. Cleveland, whllo
seventeen are opposed and eight refused
to commit themselves one way or
another. Among' thé throe In favor of
Cleveland' Is NÖrmnn' E. ¡Mack, national
conimltteeman from New York,' who says
that Mr. Cleveland made the best Presi¬
dent tho country ever had. nnd he Is of
opinion that he would mako a strong can¬

didalo if he should be nominated. On tho
other hand, however, very strong opposi¬
tion Is expressed by some of the others.
Among those Irt opposition nre several
from tho South.

Richmond Is soon to begin tho con¬

struction ot several tall office buildings.
These buildings are greatly needed hero,
and It may seem surprising to outsiders
that tho need has remained for so long
unsupplled. But tho fact Is that Rich¬
mond money has been so largely occupied
In activo trado nnd Industry that there
has been llttlo to spare for expensive
buildings, Our cnpltal has greatly In¬
creased, however, within tho past several
years, and now wo have enough monoy
for the activities of t.rade and a surplus
for building purposes, First clnss office
buildings In Richmond will pay, nnd as

tho start has now hoen mndo wo expect
to seo nt least a dozen such buildings
within tho next few years.

Colo Younger, tho notorious western
bandit, has Just emerged from a prison
cell, and is showing marked ability as

press agent for himself, posing In the
Chicago newspapers as a phllosophor.
Wo are told that his conversation Is

"now not only polished with quotations
from tho clnsslcs, but from the Scriptures,
Shakespeare, Emerson; Indian legends,
otc,"
The choicest and most pungent

oplgraniB aro also put Into Younger'«
mouth, and every time ho opens bis lips
(In print) a chunk of poetry drops there¬
from.

The city authorities of Baltimore are

wrestling with the electrolysis ouostlon
as Richmond Is doing. Its presence has
manifested Itself most diunagtngly In the
city conduits. Ono of the telephone coin-
prinius complains that tho lead sheathing
of Its wires Is being ruined, "due to the
fact, it is snld, that the return wires of
the railway company are not bonded."

President Roosevelt ¡s opposed to trusts,
and now, according to tho Now York
Evening Post, has been soundly con¬
vened to tho "Iowa Idea" of mnking
tariff reform tho leading issue In the next
campaign. Is Mr. Roosevelt after the
Democratic nomination 1
Mayor Unv, uf Now York, Is on a yacht¬

ing crulso to Virginia, and Is on health
and pleasure bent. Wo hope somo of our
distinguished nahermen will show him
good, promising pools Into which tn cast
hi« line und tho beds whoro the tenderes t
mint grows.

The mad dog is still utT largo, or at
least we judgo so from the fact thut the
Pasu-ur Institute lu Baltimore has thirty
pallenti.
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Tho Petersburg (Va.) Index-Appeal eot
Itself a hard Job .whon It tried to get the
Vlrginian-Pllot to answer the question
whether It would support Mr. Cleveland
In case he la nominated. "Surely in vain
the net is spread In the sight of nny
bird." snith tho proverb, and the Norfolk
hlr<l ts too old to be caught by anything
loss effective than a bolas.

Speaking of the situation tn China the
Galveston News says:
Portions of Chinese territory are helfl

already by virtue of assertions of power
very Ilk« our Monroe Doctrine, and tho
only reason why the wholo empire Is
not claimed Is found In the fact that
there are numerous Jealous and greedy
rival claimant«.. The Eastern Hemisphere
would be mothorod at once by some

of the Powers If any one dared assert a

claim llko that which we have sot up to
this half of the globe and a Ptrt of the
rest.

Tho News and Observer having criti¬
cised the Aldermen of Raleigh, the Green¬
ville Reflector makes this sensible obitr-
Tiitlon:

If the situation is as bad as pictured In
tho News and Observer, Raleigh bas a

sorry set of Aldermen, nnd it naturally
prompt« tho question, Why did the city
elect that kind of men? A little more care
In selecting tho right kind Of men wbuld
have avoided nil thin rumpua thnt fel¬
lows on the htels of the ????'??. Wo ex¬

pect these Aldermen were voted for hy
the very men who are now criticising
them.

A Pew Foreign Facts.
A Gorman mathematician estimates

that tho average man who lives to be
seventy years old. consumes $10,000 worth
of food In his life.

The natives ol Indian never allow ?

fakir.of whom there aro 3,000,000 who live
by begging.to stnrvc.

A German photographer named Kun-
wald; when taking a picture of a lady oT
doubtful age, places sheets of cellutold
behind the negative and the printing
paper, thus producing a «very softening
effect, which hides tho discrepancies of
age.

A strange punishment Is endured by
Armenian maidens when they havo at¬
tained their seventeenth year and are not
engaged to bo married. Thoy nre forced
to fast three days; thon for twenty-four
hours their food is salt fish, nnd thoy
are not permitted to quench their thirst.

A careful examination of tbe trees that
are struck by lightning shows that over
half of them are poplar. From this fact
scientists concludo that the poplar has
some value as a conductor of lightning.

The chief desire of the municipality of
Baro, In Chilo, is to have the town known
as a second London, and within the last
decade much money has been spent to
make It an exact replica of tho Brltsh
capital. The streets havo been laid down
and named after those In London.

Home Builders the Best.
Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sir,.I noto with pleasure your news

Item regarding tho acceptance of the
new memorial hospital building In Sun¬
day's Tlmes-Dlspatch. Considering tho
amount of adverso criticism expressed on
tho new city jail building, tho news Item
Is very refreshing, and furnlsU*3 an op¬
portunity fo express tho hope that the
old aciago, "A prophet Is without honor
at homo," Is becoming a "rulo Hint will
work both ways." There are many con¬
cerns, contractors and others in our city
who show nnd have always shown, lib¬
erality In meeting and executing tholr
obligations. In this Instance two build¬
ings havo been constructed, one by a

resident contractor and the other by a

contructor from another city. The re¬

sults, if published articles are to be be¬
lieved and nre of any value to a disin¬
terested reader, are clearly In favor of
tho Richmond man, who not only plensed
the trustees of the hospital building by
the liberal performance of his obligation,
but pleased thorn to tho extent of their
voluntarily expressing their appreciation.
I sincerely trust that Mr. Ancarrow
who Is a totnl strange* to myself, and
other resident contractors, may havo
other opportunities to build up our city
with substantial and beautiful buildings,
which aro becoming Indispensable to all
large and growing comunltles.

Vf. H. Vf.. JR.
Richmond, May 12th,

Alcohol as a Poison.
Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sir,.I thank you for your editorial In

your Issue of to-dny. It Is in the interest
of truth. If alcohol Is "a good thing of
the Lord," and not a poison, its general
uso is not to be reprobated. A good
tiling, In its uso, is productive of good.
As a medicine, It conduces to tbo health
of tho body and tho mind, ?ß a food, it
should contribute to tho building up of
tho physical and intelloctual system. Does
tho habitual uso of alcohol produco thlB
effect? On tho contrary, Is not ulcohol a

poison? Does not Its habitual uso Im¬
pali· tbo energies of body and mind? Does
alcohol exist In nny living thing.vegeta¬
ble or anima 1-excopt In the animal that
Imbibes it? Is It not tho result of fermen¬
tation? Does not fermentation bear the
sumo relation to the vegetable kingdom
that putrefaction does to tho animal? It
contains ihn principio of death, and Is at
war with life. Tho human system resists
It.» every attack. Justin Edwards thus
describes Its effect upon tho human stom¬
ach: "When It touches that delicato or¬

gan It Irritâtes tho surface and produce»,
through the medium of tho nerves, a ting«
ling sensation. ThlB sensation Is a noto
of alarm; ? warning to tho system that
an enemy has lnvadod it. Tho heart, this
great sentinel, starts anew and throws
additional forcea on to tho Invaded spot,
In ordor to protect It. Tho blood, In
greater quantity and with greater force,
rushes Into thoso llttlo vessols, till by and
by, If tho process be continued, thoy
become enlarged, so that you can seo
them spreading out all over the Inner
sui face of the. stomach In thousands of
ramifications, Hko the branches of a treo.
The surface bc-eomes Inflamed and begins
to grow black, Tho blood settles; the
cents become thickened; ulcers begin to
forni and spread out, till, If the process Is
rmtinued ami Incroused, as In the case
of the drunkard, the wholo Inner coat
of tbut fundamental organ puts on the
appearance of mortification, and becomes
In color like tho back of a chimney."
Ail who saw thoso graphic pictures of
the drunkard's stomach photographed
ftoir nanne nnd exhibited by Dr. Tracey
In his "Temperance Tent" in tho city of
Richmond in WH will readily recognize
tha accuracy of this description. Benutor
Blair, of New Hampshire, In ? speech de¬
ll', ered In the United States Senato De¬
cember'...', .1876, said: "The weight of tbo
latest and best medleul and scientific opin¬
ion largely fur preponderates In favor of
tho position that alcohol Is simply ? pois¬
on, and should never bo Introduced to tho
human organism, even In tho forms of
fermentation, except as un antidoto for
ellsiaìo, Uko arsenic, strychnlno, jirusslcj

acid, or any other powerful but poisonous
agency."

It is a poison, but, unlike strychnine,
taken In small dose3 nnd diluted form,
it Is so insinuatingly seductivo and oaptl-
vatlng that It soon binds Its votary with
a "cord too small to bo seen, too light to
be felt, yot too strong to be broken." I
know It is a poison. In the course of a
lifetime thAt has nearly reached the limit
of threo scoro and ton, I have witnessed
Instance after Instance of Its deady ef¬
fect. It rcepilres moro than ordinary will
power to escape Its lnlluonce when onco
the taste Is ncqulred. It Is right nnd
Vroper that sooloty should protect It»
weak members by forbidding Its salo In
saloons and grog-shops. Anil any law to
that effect Is binding upon every member
of society. Such a law should bo sus¬
tained by publlo sentlmenL Every mem¬

ber of Hoclety owes allegiance to Its gov¬
ernment, and Is ns much obligated to
obey and maintain Its laws nil If bo had
takan a solemn oath to do so. It Is no
more my duty to' obey and sustain the
"Mann law" because I was In favor of
its enactment thon it Is of every cltlzon
of tho State. To evade tho law ls
etimo, and the abettors of Its evasion
aro equally criminal. The nowspnpers-
probably to a greater degreo than the
puplt even.mould public sentiment. Un¬
like corporations, they have smile, nnd
great in tho responsibility resting upon
their editors. If the newspapers of Vir¬
ginia will unito in sustaining the "Mann
law" and will educate tho peoplo in tho
principles of truth, morality and that
"temporaneo" which Arlstotlo defines as
"the inodorato uso of things useful and
total nbstlnonce from things Injurious,"
wo need never despair of tho republic.

S. C. ?.
Beaver Dam, Vn,

A Tributo to be Proud Of.
Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sir,.Your recent editorial entitled

"True Courage," brings to me forcibly
whnt I have frequently been «truck with
before, the high moral and rcllgloua tono
of the secular prose. ThlB has eeemed
to mo pre-eminently true of nur South¬
ern press. To me It haa been a eourco
of great satisfaction. It Is an encourag¬
ing Indication of tho condition of tho
ago at largo. In the case of tho preacher
there Is to the world more or loss of the
nlr of formality nnd ceremony. It ls his
business, they say. Thero Is nothing of
this sort about the moral and religious
teaching in tho secular press. It ls tho
spontaneous expression without thought
or desire beyond the earnest utteranco
of truth.of truth In that large and no-
blo senso In which men eee It ln the
world within them and In tho v/orld with¬
out tbom. Thoro Is a native boldness of
assurance, virile strength, absoluto and
unquestioned air of certainty rrtost sensi¬
ble and effective. Thero Is a naturalness
us If It wero the vory breathings of truth.
Who can tell tho Influence of such a

factor as tho press, that well-nigh om¬
nipotent ngency to-day. Informed with
such a spirit. Think of such a sermon
as this, proachod not ln the limited con¬
gregation of a church, nor even ln thnt
far larger ono of tho weekly religious
paper, but which In a great secular daily
llko The Tlmes-Dlspatch Is scattered
llko leau'es everywhere. Think, I say, of
such a sermon as tills, which was In this
great dally to-day, going thus, every¬
where.
Saul of. Tarsus, the great apostle to the

Gentiles, and one of the most courageous
men who over lived, felt this when he
said In one of his letters "To me to die Is
gain." He would gladly have laid down
the burden of Ufo nnd gone to his reward
that ho felt was sure, hut there was no
thought In this groat man's mind of sui¬
cide. Ills thought was of duty. He knew
that there 'was a work for him to do, and
he had thè courage to live and to do It.
There ls a sample of the sermon. Wbere

will you find better reverence, simpler
faith, more sincere and earnest utter¬
anco? It comes to me In this connection,
too, that not only ln our press, but also
In our Southern public men, I have been
struck with the spirit of a simple faith
In tho.great cardinal doctrines of tho
gospel and a clear recognition of their
fundamental relation to high manhood
as well as to the welfare of society.
This Is to mo not only a source of pat¬

riotic -prldo, but a sign of great promise
for tho future.

E. H. ROWE.
Btlena Vista, Va.

THE MAN
ABOUT

Town
-BY-

Harry Tucker

DAILY CAJ-ENDAR.
1003.Talk about a new house for the

superintendent of Maury Cemetery.
0003.Still talking.

« ·, ·

Oh, for the dentist
Who can pull a tooth
Without the slightest pain,
Forsooth
A man who can take your head
In his hands,
And who understands
What to do, when,
Now and then
You feel llko uttering a

Cry of murder, pollco. flro!
Full of Iro.

It's hard for us to do a thing pleasing
to the tasto of the public, when wo are
full of suffering because wo have a pain
In our face, caused by truant teeth.
You nil know what It Is to lay awake

at night, with lltle demons pulling at
uu, and wracking our head and causing
us to feel llko getting up and Jumping out
ot tho window on a pilo of broken glass
or dynamite.
Everybody knows what It Is to have

tho hours of night pass on leaden wings,
with sleep a million miles away.
That's how It feels to ns now, and If

wo over get over It wo hope we'll never

get It again.
The quintette of little singers at tho

Bijou are about as cute as any we have
seen for a long time, and we are going
to see them again when they sing at
Leader Hall on Thursduy night for
tho West Point sufferers.
Wo have been told that thoy will sing

something different in Manchester, and
wo wouldn't miss it for anything, for
wo certainly do llko good singing.

«, ? ·

Dinky Deo is missing,
Our friond Frank Anthony bus

eearched for him far and wide, but he
still remains among the lost, strayed or
Blolon. Not for some timo hae he eat
in his accustomed place at the Commer¬
cial and figured on the easiest way to
build an air ship. It liaa been some time
since ho warbled bis pretty song!
"Days may come and days may go,
But where they come from I don't
know."

When lnst seen he was coming out of
Billy Mann's place with a rod rose In his
coat.

Wo are anxiously awaiting the time
whon sweet potato pies will be placed
on the bill of fare.
Buttermilk Is all right, and so are

spring peas and cabbage.
But wo long for dear old sweet potato

pies like our aunt used to make when,
we went to stay with her on the, farm
long yearfc ago. ,.....' ...

Wo won't feel eatlsfled with Ufe until
we can have the girl at the cafe hand
us out a piece of sweet potato pie.

? · ?

We want to thank Mr. John Wagner
for his kindness In sending, ub a folder
lulling us of all tho dollghtfut places a

fellow cun stop along the line of the
Norfolk und Western.
Wo have looked thorn over and have

picket out a few of the best, and expect
to put lu a *«-W weeks up tliat way thla
summer In our search for rest.

; THE PURPLE GOD.
> By WILLIAM MURRAY GRAYDON, Copyright, 1903.

CHAPTER IV.
TUB CR1MIÖ IN ???? JUNÓLE.

A distributor of seditious papers, a man
with a secret mission that kept him wan-
Bering feverishly about tho country.
such wns the strnnge personage called
the Maulavl, wlioso suspicious conduct In
the Northwest provinces In tho early
part of 1H57 had been frequently brought
to the notice of the nuthorltles.
And to Ar*lm Ullnh, secretary to Nnnrx

Sahib of Blthoor, ??? proud and powerful
Indian prince who had an old grievance
against tho British government.
These, two in company In Calcutta,

traveling up country from town to town,
with Jhalapur tho objective point In their
Journey.little wonder that Col. Erlton
suspected deep designs and feared serious
mischief. Ho knew qultq well, moreover,
who had boon tho Nairn's mysterious
guest at Blthoor tho provlous year.
Tbo proofs wero piling up. The treach¬

ery of Joel Spanish and tho messenger's
story wore two links In tlio chain. In
the spaco of a few seconds tho colonel's
face seemed tp grow oidor and graver.
Perhaps ovon now rebellion was being
plotted In tho palace at Jhalnpur, whither
the recreant private of tho fusiliers was
linstonlng with tlio plans of tho forts.
Something must be dono, but what?
"You learned no moro than you havo

told me?" tho old soldier nsked.
"That Ir all, sir," Tobias Clink replied:

"tho elmple fact that they wero going io
Jhalapur."
"And you aro positivo tho ono man was

Azlm Ullah?"
"I can swear to his identity, sir."
Tho oolonel sat down to the desk,

solzod pen and papor and wroto rapidly
for ílvo minutes. Ho thrust tho lottor
Into an onvelopo and seized and addressed
It.
"I nm sorry to have detained you, my

man," ho snld, "but I wished to send this
by you. Guard It well and deliver It to
Lieut. Fano at Rarnpoora. Tell him It Is
urgent nnd must bo rend Immediately.
If you nre too late, and he should havo
left Rarnpoora, follow after him without,
delay. You understand?"
"Perfectly, sir. Your Instructions shall

bo obeyed."
Tobias Clink placed the letter In nn

Inner pocket, buttoned his blouse over
It and strode to tho gate. He repeated
the directions the colonel had given him,
so thoro should bo no possibility of his
missing tho road, and then ho swung
his lean figuro Into tho saddle arid wus
gone.
. Col. Erlton, having wntcheld tho man
out of Bight, hastened toward his own
quarters; his heart was heavy wlih dis¬
mal forebodings, and ho dreaded tho ad¬
vent of the morrow.
Tho receding hoof strokes of Tohlns

Clink's steed could bo heard In tho dis¬
tance when a man rose from a denco
clump of shrubbery near tito front ve¬
randa of tbo bungalow. Tho moon was
coming up, nnd p, silvery ray of light
shone on tho malignant features of Joel
Spanish.
That he should have crept back al¬

most Immediately after his narrow escapo
showed his daring, fearless nature. From
safe shelter ho had witnessed tho de¬
parture of his young masler, and had also
overheard much of the subsequent- con¬
versation between Clink and Col. Erlton.
"I havo timo to do It," ho muttered.

"Tho main road is longer, and I can savo
three miles by tho bridle path."
He llstoned for a, minute, and, finding

all quiet, he boldly entered tho bungalow.
With tho exception of weapons thero
was nothing bore that ho wanted now; ho
hnd done his work thoroughly beforehand.
He choso a braco of pistols, with ammu¬

nition, and was In the act of buckling on
a sword, when light footsteps fell on his
ear, and Lieut. Fane's khansaman en¬
tered tho room by a roar door.
Spanish know that tho old servant was

true to his salt, olso ho might havo
spared him. Tho flash of tho blade ns it
leaped from the scabbard was the khan-
saman's first Intimation of his danger,
and before he could cry out the steel cleft
deep between his shoulder and neck. He
pitched to the floor and the spouting red
blood formed a pool around him. Tho
murderer stepped over tho body and gilded
across the compound to the stable.
Fortunately for the syco, he had not

returned with his follow servant, and
thereby missed a similar fnlo. Jack had
taken tho best and freshest horse, but
thoro remained a brown maro that was a

good traveler.
Spanish saddled and bridled tho nnlmnl,

brought it out and led It cautiously across
the open to tho jungle. For a few min¬
utes ho threaded his way through the
vogetatlon and trees, nnd then, coming to
a faint trail that showed In the moon¬

light, he mounted and rode hard to tho
southeast
By this timo Tobias Clink was riding

at a quick trot over the dusky highway
that stretched whlto before him, and
thinking only of his nearly completed
task, of his long Journoy of thousands of
miles by land and sea, with tho solo ob¬
ject of delivering a document and a parcel
Into the hands of Lieut. John Fane. He
had not slept or tasted food for mnny
hours, but his rugged frame was proof
against fatigue, and he sat erect and
alert In the Batidle. Having left the vil¬
lages and the fields ot corn and marzo
behind him, ho entered a densely wooded
country, mostly Jungle, that stretched far
to right and left, and sheltered numerous
wild beasts and a few Plndaroon rob¬
ber«».
The road was now in blackest shadow,

now relieved by a wtwering glint of
moonlight. It was a highway only In
name, for thero was but llttlo travol be¬
tween Meerut and Jhalupur.
At this hour of tho night, in the dnrk:

ness, the weird sounds of tho forest would
have preyed on tho mind of a nervoub
man,
However, thanks to his early yours

of campaigning tn India, tho dangers and
solitude of tho jungle hold no terrors
for Tobias QJInk,
No premonition of evil, no vague fool¬

ing of apprehension warned him that the
sands of his life wore nearly run out.
All went woll with him until ho was near¬

ly half way to Jhalapur, and within a

mil« ol Rarnpoora.
Then, coining to· a lyery narrow and

hilly part of tho road, bo lot his horse
walk down the slope. At tho bottom ?

trickling stream flowed through a patch
of moonlight; to Mio right stood a ruined
mosque, and on tho left was a llttlo heap
fo stonos surmounted by a bamboo staff
from which fluttered a triangular flag-
the usual way of marking ? spot where
a man had beon slain by a tiger.
"I hope the brute Is not lurking nbout

here now, on tho watch for a meal," To¬
bias Clink thought, uneasily,
Tho next moment, when ho was yet 20

feot from the friendly strip of moon¬
light, there» was a sudden jar and a

check that nearly unseated him. The
horse stumblod, pitched headlong and
fell, and lay kicking on Its side.
Clink was thrown out of tho saddlo,

*but escaped with a few bruises. He rose

to his feet and at once tripped over a

ropo of creepers thnt hud been stretched ?

tightly across the path. He realized that
a trap had beon set for him, and as

quickly he say a dusky figure dart to- |
word him from the gloom.
Hang! Clink had stepped bnek a pnce.

drawn hla pistol and t'.red. A low cry
of triumph told him that he bad missed,
and before ho could shoot again there
was a flash of steel before his eyes nnd
a »tabbing thrust as of red-hot Iron be¬
tween his ribs.
He fell backward, bleeding and writh¬

ing with pain: Ho felt a hand clutching
bla·throat and another hand tearing nt
the lock of his leather hua. and wixh

his ebbing strength he resisted the a_-
sassln.
"Help! help!" he cried. "Murder."
A deathly numhncess paralyzed hlf

voice nnd senses. Ho heard a shout ring
hoarsely from close by, and tho quick
patter of footsteps, and then conscious¬
ness entirely loft him.
At about tho timo whon Tobias Clink

wns riding down Into the nullah, whor·
his fato awoltod him, threo persons sat
in the cozy living room of the bungalow
at Rampoora. Lieutenant Fane had ar·
rlvcel a fow minutes before, and while h«
ate a hastily prepared supper and slaked
his thirst with bottled English beer, he.
told what had brought him thoro at thai
hour of tho night.
Mnelgo Estcourt, a beautiful, brown-

haired girl of twenty, hung on her lover'·
words with rnpt attention. Her brother
listened with a serious face, with 111-
concealcd anxiety.
"This Is a bad business," ho said, whe*

the narrative.» was finished. "I have fear¬
ed for a long time that trouble was brew«
Ing, nnd I was thinking only to-nlgh(
of tnking Mndgo to Moorut for safety,
I'll gladly givo you tho assistance you
want, of course, and I hopo w0 shall
capturo your treacherous servant before
ho reaches Jhalapur, Your plan fol
heading him off lH excellent, provided h
trnvelH on foot. How many men will w«
need, Jack?"
"Not more than half a dozen," th«

subaltern answered. "Will you attend t«
It at once, old chap? You see, I fool a bit
nervous, for It's quite on the cards thai
Spanish was ablo to get a horse."
Just then, from a distance, a sharp

report rang on tho still night air. All
heard It distinctly.
"What was that?" exclalmod Madge.
"Tho crack of a pistol," said Ralph

Estcourt, "and from tho direction of
M corn t. It was about a mile away, I
should Judge. But who can bo on tho
rond nt this hour?"
"Who elso but Joel Spanliih?" cried

Jack. "That's my Idea, nnd it'« a plauB-
ibic ona. He probably lurked about
Meerut until ho could steal a horse, and
that's how I got ahead of him."
"And tho shot?"
"Ho fired at a Plndnroon robber, or

seme other prowling scamp," Jack an¬
swered. "But possibly It's the other way
round. This must be looked Into at once,
Ralph. Will you go with me?"
"By all moans. I'll be ready In a mo¬

ment. Fane."
The visitor's horso was tied at the com¬

pound gate, and Estcourt hurried off to
tlio stable to saddle a steed, for himself,
flret slipping a pistol and a small dark
luntern Into his pockets. Madge clung
to her lover apprehensively, loth to lot
h I in go.
"I am afraid," sho wlil-pered. "Come

back quickly, dear, and don't exposa
yourself to elanger."
Jack kissed the girl, little dreaming what

events were to happen, what terrible days
woro to pass before he would see her
again: Then with a few hasty words of
comfort ho hurried off to Join Estcourt,
who was waiting for blm with both
horses. They swung themselves Into the
saddle and wero gone.
Rampoora, as tho plantation was called,

comprised the usual number of factories,
out-buildings and quartern for the coolies,
which were all In tho vicinity of the bung¬
alow. It occupied an Isolate- position,
surrounded by heavy Jungle, and there
were no other stations or houses within
some miles.
A tree-lined avenuo, half a mile In

length, led to the highway, and when
Jack and his companion had nexirty
reached the bottom of this they heard the
pounding of hoofs off to tho right. In tho
direction of Meorut.
"Pull up," said Estcourt, warnlngly.
They checked their steeds in the dark

shadow and waited, koptng as quiet as

possible. Tbo road was dimly visible a
short distance ahead, and within a couple
of minutes flvo horsemen, all apparently
natives, rodo by nt a trot. The glint ot
eteoi as thoy passed told that they were
aimed.
"Í would give something to know who

those fellows aro and what business fhey
have ln tho nelghborhooa," said Jack.
"Thoy aro evidently going to Jhalapur."

replied Estcourt, "and ono ot them must
have fired that shot. Thoy are nearly out
of hearing now. Shall wo push ahead and
Investigate?"
Jack assented eagerly, for ho had a so¬

ci et conviction that Joel Spanish had
come to grief at tho hands of the mys¬
terious horsemen. They swung from tho
avenuo Into the main road, and a brisk
trot of a quarter of a mile brought them
to tho edge of a nullah.
They rode down to a brawling Btream,

crossed It and began the ascont of tho
opposite slopo. Half way to the top
Jack's horse suddenly snorted, plunged to
ono side and refused to budge a step far¬
ther.
Estcourt scratched a match and lit his

latitern. Both men dismounted, nnd as

tho yellow beam of light Unshed In front
of them they saw a spectacle that forced
exclamations of horror to their llps-a
fnllen horse, with Its throat cut, a body
lying ln tho rood In a pool of blood, and
a broken sword close by.
"By Jove, the traitor has mot with hts

deferte!" gasped Estcourt.
"No, this Is not Spanish," Jack said

hoarsely, ns he bent over tho limp figure,
"It's a stranger.an Englishman!"
"Dead, nf course?"
"I'm afraid so; no, ho 1b still breath»

Ing. Hold tho light nearer, Ralph. Hay«
you got any brandy? Give It to mt
quick!"

(To ho continued to-morow.)

Identified Again.
.'or the third timo the body of the sui.

cldu at Bllloy'a was partially identified
yesterday morning, this timo two unknown
young ladles iitlirmlng that they are tho
remains of Louis llano, Jr., of New York
city. The authorities there have been coin-
mil nica tod with, and It may be that the
alleged Identification will prove truo. In
the meantime the body will remain at the
undertaking establishment.

Miss Mary Volllnger, of Baltimore, If,
the guest of Miss Hestor Cabell Tabb, oí
No. 1007 West Franklin Street.

Tutt's Pills
Cure All
Liver Ills.
Save Your Money.
One box of Tutt's Pills will «.?«
many dollars In doctore' bUUd
They will surely cure all dl**aeet
of the stomach, liver or boweta,
No Reckless Assertion.
Por sick headache, dyspepsia,
malaria, constipation and bilious«
less, a million people endorsa

TUTT'S UVER PIIA&.


